The Digital Curfew: How Kenya’s Computer Misuse and Cybercrimes Amendment is Silencing a Generation  
On October 15, 2025, a significant shift occurred in Kenya's digital landscape with the presidential assent of the Computer Misuse and Cybercrimes (Amendment) Act, 2025. While framed by the government as a necessary tool to combat modern threats like SIM-swap fraud and identity theft, young tech activists and human rights defenders worry it is actually a tool for "digital authoritarianism" that gives the state too much power over people online.
For Kenya’s vibrant youths, digital platforms enable them to promote good governance and accountability. However, the new law directly undermines these efforts. The Act's push for data disclosure and account verification removes the protective shield of anonymity that human rights defenders and digital activists rely on to expose corruption safely. The penalties for violation of these laws force the digital activists to self-censor to avoid becoming targets of the state.

The 2025 Amendment significantly expands the state's reach into the private lives of its citizens. Key sections of the law now permit authorities to easily access personal devices, data, and online communications. Sections 2 and 6 (19) now allow administrative authorities to investigate and access private systems without first obtaining a court order. These investigative powers may be used to target political opponents, civic-tech champions, and human rights defenders, rendering them silent.

Authorities have the power to block websites or applications deemed to promote “unlawful activities”. Done without judicial review, this allows for the arbitrary shutdown of platforms used for citizen oversight and evidence-based advocacy. The vagueness of Section 27 (cyber harrassment) could criminalize legitimate civic expression, political satire or even evidence-based criticism of government policies. This in turn limits free digital expression and civic engagement which are necessary steps towards driving positive change.
To promote citizen oversight and civic participation, Civic Society Organisations such as Ajenda Kenya have proposed the review of sections with vague provisions and the restoration of judicial oversight before any investigative action is taken.
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